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 Regional Director – Western Region 

Ontario Ministry of Labour

Don began his working life as the plant manager of a pharmaceutical manufacturing firm in Cambridge Ontario and joined the Ontario Ministry of Labour (MOL) in 1979 as an Occupational Health and Safety Officer in the MOL’s Kitchener Office.

Since that time Don has held a variety of management positions related to the delivery of MOL programs in offices in Sarnia, London, Kitchener-Waterloo and Toronto. In the mid to late 1980’s he was the MOL’s Implementation Co-ordinator during the introduction of the pan-Canadian Workplace Hazardous Material Information System (WHMIS).

 

Following five years as the Manager of the Western Region’s Kitchener-Waterloo District Office (1994 to 1999), Don spent 18 months seconded to the position of Regional Program Manager for the Ministry of Community and Social Services and was responsible for the delivery of programs in the Development Services and Children’s Programs.

He returned to the Ministry of Labour in April of 2000 where he spent the next 6 years at the Ministry’s head office holding a wide range of responsibilities including Coordinator of the Ministry’s Injury and Illness Prevention Strategy and the ongoing development and management of partnerships across the broader occupational health and safety system. These duties have also included leading the development and implementation of the MOL’s young worker health and safety strategy which has begun to show some success in reducing the high incidence of work-related injuries to Ontario’s young workers. 

During these years at head office Don also held the position of Provincial Coordinator- Learning Solutions and Partnerships followed by a year as the Provincial Coordinator of the Ministry’s Construction Health and Safety Program before returning to the Western Region in April 2006 as the Program Manager for both Construction and Mining Health and Safety Programs based in London.

In May 2008 he was appointed acting Regional Director of the Ministry’s Northern Region in the Ministry’s Sudbury office and effective January 1, 2009 Don returned to the Western Region as the Regional Director and currently works out of the Hamilton Regional office. 

Don is a graduate of the University of Western Ontario in London Ontario receiving a Masters of Environmental Engineering Degree and an Honours Bachelor of Science Degree in Biology.  

